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President’s Column

( Photo Credit: Joan Tisdale)

Birding is a very personal activity. Everyone does it for their own personal reasons. | do it because |ray
outside, birds always amaze me and | love discovering a new bird or a bird at a new location. Other people likg
feeder out back to see what stops by. Others want to chase around and love the thrill of not knowing if they w

joy bei
b to ha
ill see

bird or not. Still others just like to get out with friends and enjoy some quality time. Whatever the reason, many of

enjoy birding and nature very much.
If we all think back to our experiences when we were just starting out as a birder or tracking down butt

brlies

studying plants, we can point to a number of other people who helped to get us interested, to help us learn ahd dev

skills and helped us along the road to reaching that point where we are today. Very few people can say the
without help. Even the field guides we use were written by someone else.

Organizations like Oakland Audubon exist as a source of training, exploration and support for our inter
members are here because they want to enjoy nature, they want to see what other places and other parts of na
To that end, we provide evening programs and slide shows to educate and entertain. We offer field trips to g
explore. We have many other activities that we pursue to keep the interest and support our members. We

y did it

est. O
ture ai
et out
hlSO he

website and newsletter (a couple of the best around) to support all of our activities. And, if you really think akgut it, t

only reason all these things occur is because a group of people have volunteered their time and energy to pr
things for everyone else. Our group has people taking care of our books, helping provide hospitality at our
maintaining a list of active membéra | | t o support the groupbs effort g

The key is the list of volunteers who man these positions and donate their time selflessly to support our
To all of you who provide this service, | offer my great thanks and respect. You are what makes an organiza
And right now, Oakland Audubon is great. And don

At the same time, there are still a lot of jobs and opportunities that we need help with. The field trips
being run largely by a couple of people. The newsletter editor works way too hard to get articles for the newsls
membership officer has to work way too hard to get people to remember to renew memberships. We alway
some help. We could use a few experienced birders to volunteer to lead &hepe that experience and help s
members of the club. We could use help with articles for the newsletter, running Young Birders programs, dg
many activities.

We are a great organization right now. But just imagine the possibilities if everyone offered a little K
once or twice a year! Give it a thought. |l 6ve a
people and organizations that have helped me get to where | am in this avocation. Please just give me a call g
note and | &dm sure we can find something that you
listening!

Don Burlett
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http://ibc.lynxeds.com/files/pictures/Green_Imperial_Pigeon_2.JPG

SOMETHING IN THE WIND:
OAS AND ABC

(Vlado / FreeDigitalPhotos.net )

The American Bird Conservancy (ABC) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping birds of the Ameri-
cas avoid extinction. To that end, it is involved in many activities, such as helping fund purchases of nature
serves, publishing a magazine and newsletter with information about various matters that affect birds, and ed
cating the public to the dangers that birds face.

Among a number of othefSmABC Whindi @bwees Casmptahegn
ensure thatwind ur bi ne projects do not cause an undue nu
undertaking in the United States, with an estimated 100,000 wind turbines expected to be operation in the U.
by the year 2030, but numerous bird (and bat) deaths have resulted from unwise siting of wind turbines.

ABC asked organizations that are interest&Sohartin
Wi nd Power Campaigno and, by decision of the boa
asked us to contact the U. S. Fish & Wi ldlife Se
wind-energy projects.

According to ABC, the first draft of these guidelines had -@&@ publiccomment period, but the third
draftd which included substantial changes from the original docudnatiwwed only 10 days for public com-
ment . I n response t o-malBoGhe 8SFWE gsking that the deadiBe s extended n

At the time of writing this article, it was not known whether the deadline had been extended, nor was it
known if the obvious defects in the draft guidelines had been corrected. For instance, the proposed standarc
wind projects were to be voluntary instead of mandatory, and the placement of wind turbines had been down
graded in importance. Both of these sections needed significant improvement, according to the conservation
community.

Birds have always faced numerous hazards, and the building of huge wind turbines has added another da
However, this is one danger whose impact humans can lessen if we make sensible decisions. OAS was hap
help ABC in its wind campaign, and we stand ready to help again if called upon.
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Get Involved in the Christmas Bird Count

( Photo credit: Joan Tisdale)

The 112 Christmas Bird Count season is upon us. All over the Americas, Audubon chapters will be conduetiag

1960.This year our 52nd Count is on Saturday, December 17, Bixtiers will comb the parks, open spaces, wetlar]
rivers and neighborhoods looking for birdst t he end of the day weol | get
Think you would I|Iike to do a Chri st Mea®wdry Suhdag dlavemnt-

ber 20, 2011, at-8 PM, there will be a CBC training session to be held at the Wint Nature Center at Independen
County Park.This event is open to the public and we encourage everyone to come and bring arfiisrislmeant to

introduce folks to the CBC and review procedures and bird identification for some of those toughies we encoun
us get some new recruits for the CBC this yédris eventisce ponsor ed by t he Oakl an
up beginners into teams with skilled birders. The more eyes, thebettee r e 6s a | ong tr adi

spotting unusual birds on the Christmas Courgople unable to participate eaftdoors can provide valuable observa
tions as feedewatchers if they live within the count circle.

The Christmas Bird Count is a great way for birders of all levels to enjoy a day in the field and sharpen their birg
skills. You will also have the opportunity to meet others who share your interest in birds and to discover some g
spots to find birds And you will contribute to scientific knowledgéen fact, the Christmas Bird Count is one of the b
ways for the amateur birder to advance ornithologjydata is sent to the Laboratory of Ornithology at Cornell Univ
sity, where over the years Christmas Bird Count Records have been used to study changes in bird populations
ing ranges.

Contact: Ed Lewandowski at ocbirdguy@gmail.com or (248) 736-6397

What to bring: binoculars, of courseBe prepared for a day outdoors in a Michigan winfidrat means warm clothes
and waterproof shoed he Counts are generally held as scheduled, no matter what the weather magtingg. bag
lunch and snacks if you likeEach participant over 18 years of age is asked to contribute $5 to defray the expens
publishing the results and sending you a summaAnd, last but not least, bring an enthusiastic attitude and a willin
to search quietly and patiently for birds. Almost every CBC turns up an unusual bird. Perhaps you will be the pg
spots the bird that Wealkiesy eav erxypcecrcd esda yt ,h aft Wow !

pne

bird counts between Dec 14, 2011 and Jan 5, 2012. Oakland Audubon Society held its first Christmas Bird Coupt in
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"We Welcome Our Newest Oakland Audubon Members"*

Susan Friedman
Robert Setzer

Joseph Faggan
Thomas Giriffin
Larry Urbanski

PRESIDENT

RECORDING SECRETARY
CORRESP. SECRETARY
TREASURER

PROGRAM CGOFFICER
PROGRAM CGOFFICER
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
FIELD TRIP OFFICER
HOSPITALITY OFFICER
WEB CO-EDITOR

WEB CO-EDITOR
NUTHATCH EDITOR
NEWSLETTER MAILING
NEWSLETTER PRINTER
SEVEN PONDS REP.

OAS Board Members

Don Burlett

Doris Applebaum
Nancy Trimmer
Joan Tisdale
Doris Applebaum
Margaret Moran
Dave Frye

Ed Lewandowski
Alice Marotti

Don Burlett

Joan Tisdale
Mike McCullough
Mary Lou Harrison
Gene Tata

Don Burlett

(248) 2369486

(248) 5422506
(248) 6474360
(248) 2586585
(248) 5422506
(248) 6467387
(248) 6275650
(248) 7366397
(248) 5454165
(248) 2369486
(248) 2586585

(810) 375126
(248) 6438983
(248) 3990884
(248) 2369486

baikalteall3@netzenoet

ibis4247 @sbcglobal.net

ntrimmer@gmail.com

ibis4247 @sbcglobal.net
marmo48009@sbcglobal.net

fryesfour@aol.com

ocbirdguy@gmail.com

amarotti@aol.com
baikalteall3@netzenoet

nuthatcheditor@gmail.com

Minuteman Printer

baikalteall3@netzero.net

New OAS Photo Gallery

v 1

( Photo creditJoan Tisdale)
When not photographing birds, our OAS photographers have been busy the past few summers photographing
and dragonfl i es. The result is a beautiful new p
giondo recently added to the OAS website. Phot os
species of damselflies and dragonflies. We hope you find the new photo gallery fun to look at and a valuable r¢

putterfl
hot
o f
source
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING HIGHLIGHTS / SEPT. 22, 2011

WebSiteCeGEdi t or Joan Tisdale announced that a new phohbspanggal | e

Dragonflies of the Great Lakes Region. o The OAS Web site |j
Membership Officer Dave Frye reported that renewals for 2012 are coming in well.
Election of certain officers (Membership Officer, Recording Secretary, Treasurer) will be held at our October membetisigip me

as required by the OAS bylaws.
Seven Ponds Nature Centerds next big event is the Chri st md

Planning is under way for the November 20 Christmas Bird Count training session. This is an event in cooperatioDakthanitie
County Parks Department.

Laurie Schubert has volunteered to be the OAS liaison for a joiFibdgyevent in cooperation with Detroit Audubon andcleiab
Audubon, to be held in September 2012. (Thanks, Laurie!)

Lisa McArthur has volunteered to work on OASO6s Young Birdgé
Doris Applebaum
Recording Secretary

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION
ifMai ne:
TUES., NOV. 8 7:30 pm Bar Harbori Port Clyde| First United Methodist Church,
Whalesi Puffinsi Pl apt s o (see below)
Nancy Tar
ANew Gui neal| AicshvUaited Methadist Church,
TUES., JAN. 10 7:30 pm
Don Burlett (see below)
TUES., FEB. 14 | iFrogs of Migghuhi@fMethodist Church,
7:30 2 Gordon Lonie (See bE|OW)
7:30 pm NnRi ver of E-irst Wshited Methodist Church,
TUES., MAR. 13 _
Dave Stimac (see below)
TUES., APR. 10 7:30 pm iBenzi e B rikdstUniged Methodist Church,
John Ester (see below)

Membership Meetings & Programs 2011 / 2012

Monthly membership meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month (except December, June, July and August) at 7:30
p.m., at the First United Methodist Church, 1589 West Maple Road, Birmingham, Fellowship Hall, Room 152. The facility is
located on the south side of Maple Road between Southfield and Cranbrook Roads. There is plenty of lighted, free parking and
barrier -free access. (Barrier -free access located at entrance off first parking lot on Pleasant St.) Our meetings are free and open
to the public. For meeting cancellation information, check our website, call a board member or call the church at (248) 646 -1200.
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Winter Finch Forecast — from Ron Pittaway
(Ontario Field Ornithologists)

( Photo credits— Joan Tisdale )

Each year, Ron Pittaway utilizes a variety of resources to examine food resources for a variety pf win
finches and other birds in Ontario. We can infer from the Ontario forecast what it might be like in Michligan.
You can find the actual article at dAhttp// www| je
the winter forecast for this year.

One major factor is the seed forecast for different areas. The seed cone and mountain ash berfy croy
are very good in the Atlantic and eastern areas and poor to average in other areas. Birch seeds are very go
the Hudson Bay lowlands and spruce budworms are doing well in Quebec and Ontario. These all willfaffect
distributions this winter. Here are a few specific predictions.

Pine grosbeak small numbers into Southern Ontario (mountain ash berry)

Purple Finch' to be uncommon in Ontario; already in decline (cone seeds)

Red Crossbhili very small numbers in Ontario (cone seeds)

White-winged Crossbill low numbers (spruce cone seédstaying in Hudson Bay lowlands)

Redpollsi unlikely to come south (birch seédtaying in Hudson Bay lowlands)

Pine Siskin widespread in Ontario (spruce seeds)

Evening Grosbeak good showing in Central Ontario (spruce budworm)

Blue Jayi moderate flight (north coast of Lakes Erie and Ontanaits and acorns)

Redbreasted Nuthatchexpect smaller numbers (conifer seeds)

Bohemian Waxwing some in traditional areas of Ontario (Orillia, Peterborough, Ottawa)untain

ash berry

You can also read about winter finch basics in an article that Ron wrote in 1998. It covers the hasics

winter finches, seed crops and irruptions. . It can be foundvat jeaniron.ca/2011/WinterEinches.pdf
Good luck this winter chasing these desirable species.
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http://www.jeaniron.ca/2011/WinterFinches.pdf

OAKLAND AUDUBON FIELD TRIP CALENDAR 2011
(Check the OAS Website for details)
www.oaklandaudubon.org

Date Location Trip Leader
Sat, Nov. 19, 2011
8:00 AMi 12:00 Noon Belle Isle Don Burlett
Sat, Dec.17, 2011 Christmas Bird Count
Ed Lewandowski
7:30 AMT 5:00 PM (CBC)
TBA TBA TBA
TBA TBA TBA

Field Trip Reports

( Photo credits— Robert Epstein, Joan Tisdale )

August 13, 2011 — Pte. Mouillee SGA —(27 participants), Trip Leaders Jim Fowler, Mike McCullough
After some fine coordination, we managed to wedge 27 birders into 4 vehicles and joined Jim Fow

was some good habitat available and a number of birds were seen. Among the highlights were: Sem
Plover, Killdeer, Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Spotted Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone, Sal
Semipalmated Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Pectoral SandpipesbShartl e d Dowit chsg

ler for

survey of shorebirds and other birds in the State Game Area. It was a fairly nice day with some sun. Th

ipalm
nderlir
r.,

Snowy Egret and a little Pidallled Grebe stranded on the road. Plenty of other birds were around.
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Field Trip Reports

( Photo credits— Robert Epstein, Joan Tisdale )

August 27, 2011 Sorenson Park, Holly SGA, Oakwood Lake (10 participants), Trip Leaderi Don Burlett

On a nice August day, we toured three parks that dsomeddyl get
nice birds, including Olivesided Flycatcher, Eastern Towhee, Great Crested Flycatcher, Magnolia Warbler, American Redstfrt,
Common Yellowthroat, Baltimore Oriole and Raz®asted Grosbeak. At Holly State Recreation Area, we saw some of the shme
species. At Oakwood Lake Township Park, we saw Belted Kingfisher and others. We also had a good time examining frods, butte
flies, plants and other features of these very nice parks.

( Photo credits— Robert Epstein, Joan Tisdale )

September 11, 2011 — Kensington Metropark; with Washtenaw Audubon (27 participants),
Leaderg Cathy Carroll and Don Burlett

A very large group of birders gathered for a nice day of birding. The day started off foggy but later cleared to pgriydsoioin
too hot. We birded several trails around the nature center. Among the highlights were: Woodpei&etsd, Hairy, Downy, &
bellied and Northern Flicker; Flycatchér®live-sided, Eastern Woepewee, Eastern Phoebe and a group of Empidonax type
(Willow/Alder); Sharpshinned, Broadvinged and Redailed Hawks; Yellowthroated and Redyed Vireos, Bluggray Gnatcatchet,
Eastern Bluebird, Tennessee and Palm Warblers, Scarlet TanagehrBasted Grosbeak and Indigo Bunting.

OAKLAND AUDUBON SOCIETY NOV /DEC 2011



http://ibc.lynxeds.com/files/pictures/DSC_0185.JPG

Field Trip Reports

( Photo credits— Robert Epstein, Joan Tisdale )

September 17, 2011 — Sterling State Park (4 participants), Trip Leaderi Ed Lewandowski

On a windy, cool, cloudy day, several intrepid birders went off on bicycles to do some birding. It was a very nice dagny
good collection of warblers and vireos. Among those seen were: Wairblensnessee, Nashville, Northern Parula, Chestinled,
Magnolia, Blackthroated Blue, Blackhroated Green, Palm, Blackpoll, Blaakdwhite, American Redstart and Canada; Viréd
Warbling, Philadelphia and Rezyed. There was also a very large gathering of Great Egrets. Also seen were Belted Ki
Eastern Phoebe, Oliv@ded Flycatcher, Rubgrowned Kinglet and several swallows

( Photo credits— Robert Epstein, Joan Tisdale )

September 24-25, 2011 - Weekend Trip / Muskegon Area ( 2 participants), Trip Leaderd Don Burlett

The trip began early Saturday morning as we went to Muskegon State Park, which is immediately adjacent to the norttabre
Muskegon. We began at the campground near the breakwall where there were plenty of warblers (Nashville, Magnolia, Bl
throated Blue, Yellowumped, Black hr oat ed Gr een, Pal m, Bl ackpoll, Americ
with bluebirds and some sparrows. At the dunes, even though the winds did not favor a hawk movement, we-slaici&thrp
Co o p er 6 stailedrhavk &anglwith a very cooperative Merlin. We then went to the Snug Harbor area of the park and
breasted Nuthatch, Whithroated Sparrow, House Wren, Rdseasted Grosheak, Pileated Woodpecker and great movement
Blue Jay (dozens and dozens performing constaritlgxt stop was Muskegon Waste Water facility. Here, we had some nice {
birdsi American Golden Plover, Sanderling, Lesser Yellowlegs and Spotted Sandpiper. There were hundreds of Northern
and Ruddy Ducks, with a few Mallard, Gadwall, Blwanged and Greewinged Teal. We were also treated to several Horned
Grebe. The bugs along the dike walls almost created clouds. Also, we had a number of Palm Warblers and SavannahnSp,
ning along the roads. We went to the Muskegon State Game Area but with hunters and fishermen around and storm cloud
we only added a few birds. Sunday was a wash out with rain before dawn and extending through the morning. We will hay
back to the west coast in the spring because the habitat is just great for many species.
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http://www.pbase.com/gregbirder/image/98179433/

Identification Quiz
Who am 1?

C)

May / June Answers

A) Veery B) Ovenbird C) Wood Thrush
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NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE:

ZIP:

PHONE: ( )

MOBILE: ( )

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

Please check ( X ) any personal information above you do not want listed in the OAS membership directory.

CHECK ALSO IF YOU ARE A MEMBER OF:

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
MICHIGAN AUDUBON SOCIETY

OAS NEEDS AND WELCOMES VOLUNTEERS!

PLEASE PARTICIPATE!

CHECK IF YOU WISH TO VOLUNTEER:
TO BECOME A BOARD MEMBER

LEAD A FIELD TRIP/PRESENT A PROGRAM

FILL AN OPEN POSITION

POSITION (

L

)

PLEASE CHECK APPROPRIATE LINE:

MEMBER RENEWAL
NEW MEMBER
CHANGE OF ADDRESS

OAS Membership Fees

INDIVIDUAL $10
FAMILY $15
CONTRIBUTING $25
SUPPORTING $50
BENEFACTOR $100

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

OAKLAND AUDUBON SOCIETY

MAIL TO:

OAS MEMBERSHIP

2780 SCENIC MEADOWS DRIVE
ORTONVILLE, MICHIGAN 48462

Our Mission

e To provide, on a local level, access to the natural world through educational
programs such as meetings and field trips.

e To advocate the preservation of wildlife habitats and endeavor to create inferest
in native birds, other animals and plants in Michigan.
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