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òAntarctica - The Final Frontieró 

Tuesday, March 10, 2019, 7:00 p.m.  

        Don Burlett  

Birding the world means covering a lot of territory.  

Reaching all the continents is another huge task.  

Come along as Don reaches his final continent and 

enjoys the wonders of òanother worldó, unlike any-

thing we see at home.  Birds, bergs and other sights 

all merge into a mystical experience for all to enjoy!!  

òBlack Tern Monitoringó 

Tuesday, April 14, 2020, 7:00 p.m.  

        Erin Rowan  

Join Audubon Great Lakesõ MI Birds Program Associate, 

Erin Rowan, for a presentation on the latest from the Black 

Tern monitoring project in Michigan! The Black Tern is a 

common species in steep decline, a listed species of special 

concern, and a focal species within the Michigan DNR State 

Wildlife Action Plan. Audubon Great Lakes and several 

partners have been monitoring the largest remaining colony 

of Black Terns since 2013, and have since expanded their 

research and monitoring efforts to additional colonies in the 

state. This monitoring effort aims to better understand the cause of the population decline 

and identify management strategies that could be implemented across the Great Lakes.  

OAS Spring Nature Walk   

Stage Nature Center  

                           Tuesday, May 12, 2019, 6:30 p.m.  

Join us for our spring Nature Walk to be held at the Stage Nature Cen-

ter in Troy.  Meet in the parking lot near the Nature Center.  Refresh-

ments after the walk.  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Oakland-Audubon-Society/236317909761539
http://www.twitter.com/OaklandAudubon


 

 

PRESIDENTõS COLUMN 

 

Spring 2020  

 

With spring right around the corner, itõs time for renewal.  Time to see leaves again, 

snow go away, birds to return and activities to increase.  This is natural and we always look 

forward to it.  As spring breaks out, our birding community grows and we gather for great fun, 

looking for birds and other natural scenes that will lift our spirits as we move deeper into a 

new year.  

Oakland Audubon is springing forward, just like the clocks, and we are growing, slowly 

but surely.  Many activities occur in this season ð Earth Days, special gatherings of young peo-

ple and families and our own activities.  You should make a special effort to take part in some 

of our spring field trips.  They are always an adventure, accentuated by learning about birds 

and nature.  Take advantage of the wisdom that our experienced field trip leaders can confer on 

you, helping you master the identification of a Swamp Sparrow, the song of a Pine Warbler, the 

flight of a Sharp -shinned Hawk and much more.  

Iõm especially proud of how we have grown in some areas, like technology.  The new 

Oakland County map of hotspots on our website is very useful and includes links to infor-

mation about each one.  Feel free to let us know about some lesser known hotspots that we can 

add so that others can enjoy them along with you.  We are always looking for suggestions for 

future field trips and we also want to know what birds youõd like to see on a field trip.  Donõt be 

afraid to ask.  We are friendly people, looking to have fun with our friends.  

And like spring, where new flowers and plants spring up out of the ground, we also hope 

to see new members and volunteers spring from the area to help with our mission.  You all 

have skills and you need to know what they are and offer them to organizations to which you 

belong to help them grow.  Thatõs been my life philosophy ð donõt belong to an organization 

without being willing to contribute to its success.  Apparently, thatõs why Iõve been around this 

organization since the Stone Age.  

I believe all of our members should take pride in the success of Oakland Audubon, be 

proud of what we do and what we stand for.  And, if you can spare a few moments once in a 

while, pitch in to make things better.  Otherwise, weõll be like the leaves in the fall ð changing 

color and withering before the fall.  Just like keeping your garden doing well, a little love and 

care and things flourish.  Be our gardener, help us grow and be better.  I hope to see you at a 

meeting or field trip this spring, just to demonstrate to me that you like a growing organiza-

tion.  See you out there!!  

 

Don Burlett  
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  OAS BOARD MEMBERS  

Elected Officers  

President     Don Burlett   (248) 236-9486  baikalteal13@netzero. net 

Secretary     Doris Applebaum  (248) 542-2506  ibis4247@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer     Elaine Ferguson   (248) 470-2212  fergusonelaine6@gmail.com    

Membership Officer    Jen Benke   (734) 657-7498  scubadu9900@yahoo.com 

Field Trip Officer    Jeff Stacey  (248) 798-0508  jdstacey@ameritech.net  

Program Officer    Dave Hoch       (248) 808-3696  hochdavid1@gmail.com 

   

 

Appointed Officers  

Young Birders Club Rep.   Kathleen Dougherty     kad8186@msn.com 

Hospitality Officer    Alice Marotti   (248) 545-4165  amarotti@aol.com 

Publicity/Fundraising    Phil Bugosh   (248) 763-3163  peb729@gmail.com 

Web Co-Editor    Don Burlett   (248) 236-9486  baikalteal13@netzero. net 

Web Co-Editor    Hannah Dunbar      oddbirdstoonest@gmail.com   

Social Media Administrator   Dan Gertiser                      (248) 762 -4354                  dangertiser@comcast.net  

Nuthatch Editor    Mike Dougherty   (248) 972-7802  mikeodoc@comcast.net  

Seven Ponds Rep.   Dr. Greg Gossick       ggossickdds@sbcglobal.net  

Environment/Conservation   Jerry Rogers   (248) 310-8212  jhrogers10@sbcglobal.net 
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Cover page banner photos - OAS Photo Gallery  

Bay-breasted Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, Black -throated Green Warbler, Cerulean Warbler  

mailto:baikalteal13@netzero.
mailto:ibis4247@sbcglobal.net
mailto:smeneilley@yahoo.com
mailto:baikalteal13@netzero.
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
(Details of these outings are on the Field Trips page of our website at www.oaklandaudubon.org) 

Date  Event  Trip Leader(s)  

March 21, 2020  

(Saturday)  

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

Belleville Lake and the Huron River  

Meet at French Landing Park  

Jim Koppin  

March 21, 2020  

(Saturday)  

8:30 AM - 11:30 AM  

Early Spring Migrants  

Belle Isle Nature Center  

Meet in the Nature Center  

State parks annual or daily pass required  

 

Kathleen Dougherty  

March 28, 2020  

(Saturday)  

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

Lake St. Clair Metropark  

Meet in the Nature Center parking lot  

Metroparks annual or daily pass required  

 

Dave Frye  

Dan Gertiser  

April 15, 2020  

(Wednesday)  

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

Kensington Metropark  

Meet in the Nature Center parking lot  

Metroparks annual or daily pass required  

 

Don Burlett  

April 19, 2020  

(Sunday)  

7:30 AM - 12:00 PM  

Maple River SGA  

Meet at carpool lot off Rt.127 (exit 96)  

 

Don Burlett  

April 25, 2020  

(Saturday)  

7:00 PM - 9:30 PM  

Woodcock Watching  

Highland Recreation Area  

Meet at the Goose Meadows parking lot  

State parks annual or daily pass required  

 

Kathleen Dougherty  

April 29, 2020  

(Wednesday)  

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

Robert Long  

Meet at the parking lot of Robert Long Park  

 

Don Burlett  

May 2, 2020  

(Saturday)  

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

Drayton Plains Nature Center  

See website for details  

 

Dave Frye  
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
(Details of these outings are on the Field Trips page of our website at www.oaklandaudubon.org) 

Date  Event  Trip Leader(s)  

May 6, 2020  

(Wednesday)  

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

Bear Creek Township Park  

Meet at the parking lot at 740 W. Snell Rd.  

 

Don Burlett  

May 9, 2020  

(Saturday)  

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM  

Magee Marsh Crazy Day  

Meet  at the Magee Marsh parking  lot  

near the west end of the boardwalk  

 

Don Burlett  

 

May 13, 2020  

(Wednesday)  

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

Cranberry Lake Township Park  

Meet  at the  parking lot at  

388 W. Predmore Road  

 

Don Burlett  

 

May 17, 2020  

(Sunday)  

8:00 AM - 3:00 PM  

Tawas Point State Park  

Meet  at the parking lot near the lighthouse  

State parks annual or daily pass required  

Dave Frye  

Don Burlett  

May 30, 2020  

(Saturday)  

7:30 AM - 12:00 PM  

Port Huron SGA  

Meet  at the carpool lot at  

Wadhams Rd. off I -94 (exit 262)  

 

Mike Mencotti  

May 30, 2020  

(Saturday)  

8:00 AM - 11:00 AM  

Spring Bird Hike and Bird Banding  

Lake St. Clair Metropark  

Meet at the Nature Center parking lot  

Metroparks  annual or daily pass required  

Kathleen Dougherty  
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Field Trip Reports  
 

 

December 6 -8, 2019 ð Niagara Falls  

Leader: Don Burlett, Jim Koppin  
 

The Niagara Falls trip this year began with a drive to Niagara Falls across Ontario on Friday. Our first 

stop, Blenheim waste water facility, had several duck species, a Bald Eagle and a Peregrine Falcon. It 

was cold and windy and made finding birds challenging. After an unsuccessful stop at Shrewsbury to 

search for a Purple Sandpiper, we headed to the base of the Rondeau peninsula.  

 

In a puddle along the road, we found a Red Phalarope, two Killdeer and a Dunlin (nice birds for this 

time of year). As we headed north to the highway, we saw a field with lots of geese. Upon further inspec-

tion we found 18 Cackling Geese, 2 Greater White -fronted Geese and hundreds of Canada Geese. We 

then proceeded to Brantford in search of a Slaty -backed Gull spotted earlier.  

 

When we first arrived, an Eagle had scattered all the gulls present. Upon waiting for 20 minutes, the 

gulls came back and there he was. Then, we were off to Hamilton to check the Lake Ontario waterfront 

for ducks and other birds. Here, we came upon hundreds of Long -tailed Ducks and other ducks along 

with Surf, White -winged and Black Scoters. We also found a young male King Eider.  

 

The next day, we began our traditional trip from Fort Erie (on Lake Erie) to Lake Ontario at  

Niagara -on-the-Lake. There were many ducks and a Common Loon along the way. The other big stop 

was at the whirlpool where we searched for and found a Black -headed Gull (with notable black under 

the primaries). We also saw Greater Black -backed Gull, Lesser Black -backed Gull, Glaucous Gull,    

Ring-billed Gull and Herring Gulls. At the Queenston boat launch, we observed a Little Gull among the 

Bonaparteõs Gull with its dark underwing. We finished the day watching the thousands of Bonaparteõs 

Gulls heading out onto Lake Ontario.  

 

On Sunday, we did some land birding to add some species like the òrareó Tufted Titmouse and Carolina 

Wren. As we left the area, we searched for and found a Snowy Owl in the grassy fields west of St. Cath-

erines. Then it was time to head home after a successful weekend.  

 

In total, we saw 75 species with a number of them within the list as very good birds.  

 

The pictures provided in this report were taken by Bob Bochenek, Larry Urbanski and Spencer 

Vanderhoof.  Many thanks to them for documentation of these great species.  

(more photos on next page)  

Red Phalarope 

Cackling Goose 

Dunlin  


