
March 18, 2018 – Watkins Lake State Park and area 

Leaders:  Jim Koppin, Jeff Stacey 

 

Eleven birders took advantage of a gorgeous late-winter day to visit Watkins Lake State Park in 

Jackson county.  

The lakes were sparsely populated when we arrived, but many more birds flew in during the 

time we were scoping.  Most of the usual waterfowl suspects were present, with a Trumpeter 

Swan and two Cackling Geese being notable.  Along the hiking trail, we were treated to good 

looks at several Northern Mockingbirds (common in the park) and an Eastern Meadowlark.  As 

the day warmed up, the raptors came out with highlights including a Peregrine Falcon, Bald 

Eagle, and many Turkey Vultures.  On the way home, we stopped at a flooded field to pick up a 

few more ducks including several Northern Pintail males.  (52 species) 
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